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SEFHIER Reporting Requirements

Declaration
● Submitted prior to leaving a 

dock for any trip
● Trip  activity de te rm ines 

whe ther additiona l 
in form ation  is  required

● Fish ing Trips:
○ Estim ated  re tu rn  tim e
○ Estim ated  re tu rn  loca tion
○ Must land  on ly a t approved  

land ing loca tion  
○ Landing loca tion  is se lected  

in  decla ra tion

Logbook
● Subm itted  prior to  fish  offload
● Trip  inform ation  – vesse l, 

cap ta in , trip  da te , e tc.
● Catch  da ta  – a ll species landed  

and  d isca rded
● Effort da ta  – angle rs, hours 

fished , gea r, depth , ta rge t 
species, e tc.

● Econom ic da ta  – am ount of fue l 
used  & cost, cha rte r fee

● Southeast Regional Headboat 
Survey (SRHS) vessels only report 
using VESL’s SRHS form

VMS requirement
● Begins March  1, 2022
● Cellu la r and  sa te llite  VMS 

units approved  for use
● Som e units conta in  

reporting form s
● Som e units work with  Reef 

Fish  Perm its
● Power-down exem ptions

○ Min. 72 h r off
○ Vesse l can  not m ove  on  wate r 

for any reason

● Equipm ent fa ilure  exception
○ On-going Council action

Approved  software  app lica tions work on  a  varie ty of p la tform s (iOS, android , com pute r)
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● Minimum program requirements are supplied to vendors, through 
the Technical Specifications document
○ We are currently in the process of updating our Technical Specifications, 

based on lessons learned from 2021 & input from vendors/constituents
● Formatting of the user interface is up to the vendor

○ Example: flow of questions and display of fields (e.g. a combined time and 
date field versus 2 separate fields for time and date)

○ This type of vendor arrangement compares to all other NOAA regions
● Vendor approval is achieved through App testing by SEFHIER staff

SEFHIER App Vendor Technical 
Specifications (aka App Tech Specs)

https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/sefhier_vendor_tech_spec_approval_process.pdf
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What is “OSR”?
● OSR = One  Stop  Reporting
● OSR is a  concep t tha t NOAA Fisheries and  ACCSP are  in form ally working 

towards to  reduce  da ta  en try duplica tion
● E.g. ACCSP’s eTrips/m obile2 app  is  approved  for SEFHIER, HMS and  

GARFO. There fore , dua lly pe rm itted  vesse ls can  use  eTrips/m obile2 to  
subm it one  report for com pliance  with  a ll of these  p rogram s
○ Cavea t: even  if not dua lly pe rm itted , eTrips is structu red  for OSR. The re fore , 

you  m ay see  d iffe rences in  eTrips ve rsus SEFHIER Tech  Specs 

SEFHIER Tech Specs (non-OSR) 
Versus “OSR” Requirements
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eTrips Declara tion  (deve loped  for OSR)

SEFHIER App Vendor Screenshots

*screen  1 *screen  2 *screen  3
*screen  4- 5

VESL Decla ra tion
(non-OSR/SEFHIER)
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How an OSR (eTrips) vs non-OSR
(VESL) App Handles Discards

VESL (non-OSR/SEFHIER) eTrips Decla ra tion  (deve loped  for OSR)

Start typing name here Start typing name here

*After entering trip info, click “add” to add catch
*Kept species entered, then discarded species entered (even if the same species)
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OSR/eTrips Discard 
Disposition Options
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● SEFHEIR Tech Specs defines which fields can autofill:
○ Vessel registration # (through account set up)
○ Vessel name (through account set up)
○ Time zone
○ Unit of Measure (for catch; SEFHIER is count)

● Vendors can allow “favorites ” for some fields, instead of autofill (e.g. 
captain name)
○ In this example, favorites is preferred since some for -hire permits holders will 

have multiple captains names, while others always have the same captain
● eTrips/mobile2 was an existing app adapted for SEFHIER; conditionally 

approved despite having more autofilled fields than allowed 

Autofill: SEFHIER Data Fields
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